
 
 
 

 

Ci rcular No.  27        @ 2.1.2007 
 
Carrying on Business in Gibraltar 
 
What different types of entities can carry on business in Gibraltar? 
 
 a) An individual 
 b) A Partnership 
 c) A Company   
 
 

Business Names 
 
An individual, a partnership or a company must register as a Business Name if they are trading in a 
name other than their own (see below) 
 
Business includes  
   profession,  
   and the establishment or operation of a website in or from within Gibraltar: or  
   through an internet service provider in Gibraltar, 
 
   in connection with or for the purpose of promoting in any way any trade,  
   business or profession whatsoever and wheresoever situated 
 
Even if an individual is trading in his own name it is recommended that he should register as a 
business name. 
 
 
 
¥ Who Must Be Registered 
 
Every Individual / Firm or Company having a place of Business in Gibraltar and carrying 
on Business (see above) under a Business Name which does not consist of :- 
 
  a)   in the case of an Individual His true Christian Name and/or Surname 
  b)   in the case of a Company Its true Corporate Name 
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¥ Activity and Nature of Business 
 
It is important to check first if the activity or nature of your proposed Business requires a  
Trade Licence. 
 
Trade Licence Department 
Suite 631 
Europort 
Gibraltar           Tel 52052 

 
 
 

¥ The Name 
 
The Business name has to be approved by the Registrar prior to Registration 
 
Names are usually approved on the spot at the Registry of Business Names 
       1st Floor 
       The Arcade 
       30-38 Main Street 
       Gibraltar 
       Tel 78193 
 
 
The words  LIMITED, PLC , S.A. must not appear at the end of a Business Name 
 

 
¥ Application Forms 
 
There are three Application Forms for the Registration of a Business Name 
 
1. Application for Registration by a Company ( A Company) 
2. Application for Registration by an Individual (Sole Owner) 
3. Application for Registration by a Firm  (more than one Owner) 

 
Fee £20 
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¥ Certificate of Registration 
 
Upon Registration the Registrar will issue a Certificate of Registration of a Business 
Name 
 
¥ Any Changes 
 
If any changes occur to the details stated in the application form e.g. A change of address, 
a change in the nature of the business, the addition of a new partner etc. then this must be 
notified to the Registrar by completing a Form of change in the Particulars  
 
Fee £10 
 
Please note that a Business Name cannot change its name 
 
¥ Annual Return 
 
Every Business Name registered on or after the 1st January 2000 must at least once in 
every calendar year submit An Annual Statement of Particulars Form 

 
Fee £15.00 
 
 
 
 
¥ Cessation 
 
Once a Business ceases to operate and the Business Name is no longer required, a  Form 
of Notice of Cessation of Business has to be presented to the Registrar 
 
 
Fee £15.00 
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¥ Forms 
 
All forms mentioned above may be obtained from the Registry of Business Names or 
downloaded from our website www.companieshouse.gi  ÒFormsÓ -  Section. 
 
The Registrar of  Business Names 
1st Floor 
The arcade 
30-38 Mai n Street 
POBox 848 
Gibraltar 
 
Tel  78193  
Fax 44436 
Email  mail@companieshouse.gi  
!   www.companieshouse.gi  


